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Broseley Town Council  

Minutes 
of a Town Council  meeting 

held by Zoom video  
at 7 pm on Tuesday 10 November 2020 

 
Present:  

Chairman Cllr. Mark Garbett, Cl lr.  Michael Burton, Cllr. Caroline Bagnall, Cl lr. Linda Garbett, 
Cllr. Michael Garbett, Cl lr. Simon Harris, Cllr. Ann Maltby,  Cllr. Philip Revell .  
 
In attendance:  

Sharon Clayton, Locum Town Clerk  
7 members of the public  
 
408 Chairman’s Welcome   

The Deputy Mayor,  Cllr. Mark Garbett welcomed everyone to the meeting .  He informed those 
present that the Mayor, Cllr. Tarlochen Singh -Mohr was stil l quite poorly  with COVID-19 and 
unable to attend the meeting.  It was unanimously agreed to wish Tarlochen well,  and also 
Cllr. Michael Burton who was recovering from COVID-19. 
 
The Chairman said that o n 31 October the police held a crime prevention event in the town 
centre at which a few council lors were also in attendance.  The police said i t was the most 
well attended crime prevention event they had ever attended  and they only had 2 
SmartWater kits left  at the end of the event .   The Town Council  had bought a number of 
SmartWater kits and Cllr.  Mark Garbett and Cllr. Michael Garbett  had stood in the town 
centre on 4 November and, in spite of short notice, had handed out 96 kits before lockdown 
came into force the following day.  The Council intended to hand out more kits at the end of 
lockdown. 
 
As the Mayor was poorly,  Cl lr. Mark Garbett had presented the awards to the Citizen of the 
Year and Young Cit izen of the year.  Due to COVID -19 it was a low-key event at the library.  
 
NOW Electrical had installed the Christmas lights in the town. The Chairman proposed that a 
letter of thanks be sent to them for carrying out the work at cost  with no labour charges.  
 
A gentleman from the Coalbrookdale Foundry  had donated 12 memorial  bench ends so that 
six benches could be placed around the town.  The bench ends are one of a kind  and are an 
18 t h  century memorial to the foundry.  There were only 24 bench ends made and the new 
benches could be another attraction for visitors to see along the walking trail around the 
town.  The Chairman proposed that the gentleman should be thanked for giving the bench 
ends to the Town Council .  
 
409 Apologies for absence 

The following apologies were received: 
 

Councillor  Reason 

Tarlochen Singh-Mohr Illness 

Colette McCabe Due to give birth  

Roy Childs Work commitment  
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Apologies were also received from Shropshire Council lor David Turner.  
 
410 Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests 

Members were reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and 
voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not  the 
interest is entered in the Register of Members’ Interests maintained by the Monitoring 
Officer.  
 
Cllr. Michael Burton declared an interest as Chairman of the Red Church  Management 
Committee.  
 
411 Dispensations 

None requested.  
 
412 Shropshire Council  

Cllr. Simon Harris reported as follows : 
 
Playing pitch and outdoor sports had been debated by Cabinet.  Some of the information 
referred to Broseley but was outdated and did not reflect the true availability of recreation in 
Broseley, especially the Birchmeadow Park.  Shropshire Council  had agreed that the 
information should be updated.  
 
The Place Plan had been updated to include reference to the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan for Broseley, even though the Neighbourhood Development Plan had not yet been 
‘made’.  It was noted in the Strategy itself  that there is an insufficient supply of training 
facilities e.g.,  3G pitches and AstroTurf .  The Town Council would be updating the Place Plan 
for Broseley in the near future.  
 
There had been a scrutiny committee meeting to consider Christmas l ights, street l ighting,  A 
boards, and banners where it had highlighted that  officers at Shropshire Council  do not fully 
understand what Parish Council do  and how they do it .  
 
The idea of bringing steam trains into the Gorge a nd the re-birth of what once was Broseley 
and Ironbridge train station was being discussed at weekly meetings.  The person previously in 
charge of the Severn Valley Railway and now involved with the CEO of Blists Hill museum is 
extremely keen to see this idea come into fruition and is in  discussions with other interested 
parties from Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin. T hese ideas are backed by Harworths.  
 
NOTED.  
 
Cllr. Phil Revell  referred to the other Shropshire Council lor,  David Turner, who is the vice 
chair of Shropshire Council ’s Planning Committee. Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions  
there had been no committee meetings and therefore no opportunity for members of the 
public to attend and raise objections.  The Town Council  had made strong objections to some 
planning applications which had been delegated to officers.  As vice chair, Cllr. Turner has an 
opportunity to have an impact on these decisions and he should be invited to the next Town 
Council meeting to explain why th e Planning Committee for South Shropshire is not taking full 
notice of Broseley Town Council’s representations on planning matters.  I f Cllr. Turner was 
not able to attend he should be asked to provide a written statement.  The Council had 
written to the Planning Committee and planning officers concerning this and had not had a 
full  reply.  
 
Cllr. Simon Harris agreed that the Town Council  had been ignored even though some good 
representations had been submitted.  
 
It was AGREED to invite Cllr Turner to the next Town Council  meeting to provide answers.  
 
413 Police Report  
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The Broseley and Much Wenlock Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) had provided a written 
report which included the following information for the period 7 October to 30 October 2020:  
 

o There had been no reports to the police concerning breaches of Coronavirus 
Regulations.  

o There had continued to be a reduced level of ASB reports and SNT officers had been 
patrolling the areas where there had been previous reports of such behaviour.  A 
group of unidentified youths had been reported to be engaging in ASB in the Dark 
Lane area. A joint operation had been conducted with officers from the Ironbridge 
SNT following reports that youths from Broseley had been engaging in ASB in the 
Ironbridge area.  

o A number of cars had been damaged in the town but no suspect had been positively 
identified.  

o SNT officers had been working with partner agencies to safeguard a number of youths 
from the town identified as vulnerable to exploitation. As a result , a child had been 
referred to a partner agency so they can offer assistance to the child and their family.  
A number of victims of domestic abuse continue to be offered support  by SNT officers 
and a range of partner agencies.  

o SNT officers have l iaised with a number of other d epartments to improve engagement 
with members of the public.  As a result, the West Mercia Police Youth Engagement 
Team would attend a Broseley Youth Club session to deliver a road safety lesson.  

o Officers from the SNT took part in the last Town Council Zoo m meeting.  
o On Saturday 31 October 2020 an SNT officer and the Rural and Business Crime Officer 

from Shropshire were in the High Street to engage with residents and offer crime 
prevention advice.  

NOTED.  
 
The Police had also written to the Town Council advising that they wanted to maintain 
contact even though they were not able to meet in person due to the Coronavirus.  They 
intended to send a monthly update (newsletter) before each Council  meeting and reassured 
that they would try to maintain patrols to  provide visibil ity and reassurance in a very 
challenging time.  
NOTED.  
 
414 Public Participation  

a) One member of the public  complained about the state of Church Street and how 
dangerous it  is for pedestrians.   The pavements are on a slope and when people pa ss each 
other they have to step into the road .  Some have had near misses with vehicles.  

 
Cllr. Simon Harris said it was a Shropshire Council  issue and he was in discussions concerning 
this and would provide an update at the next Town Council  meeting.  

 
b) A question had been received from a member of the public asking the Town Council to 

support divesting from fossil  fuels.   She was concerned that Shropshire Council’s Pension 
Fund had a huge amount of finance invested in fossi l fuel. She said that funds not 
invested in fossi l fuels had done as well as investment s in fossi l fuels.  A motion had been 
passed by Shropshire Council calling on Shropshire County Pension fund to divest from 
fossil fuels within 3 years and the Pension Fund had not agreed. Other Town Council’s had 
agreed to support Shropshire Council’s motion and she asked the Town Council to support 
it too.  

It was PROPOSED and SECONDED to support Shropshire Council ’s  motion.  
 
Cllr. Phil Revell  PROPOSED  an amendment to defer consideration of the matter in order to 
allow Council lors to examine the Council’s own investments and financial arrangements 
before call ing on other bodies to change their policies.  
After being SECONDED i t  was AGREED to defer consideration until the December Town 
Council meeting.  
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415 Minutes 

a) The minutes from a Town Council meeting held on 13 October 2020 were considered for 
approval.  

 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the minutes be APPROVED and 
ADOPTED as a true record.  
 
b) The minutes from a Planning Committee meeting held on 24 September 2020 were NOTED  

and ADOPTED .  
 
c) The minutes from an Extraordinary Staffing Committee meeting held on 22 September 

2020 were NOTED  and ADOPTED.  
 
416 Town Clerk’s Report  

Members received a written report from the Locum Town Clerk on action taken in relation to 
decisions made at the last Town Council  meeting.  
NOTED. 
 
417 Financial Matters  

a) Members considered for approval income and expenditure to date. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that income of £31,975 and expenditure of 
£143,388 (net) for September 2020 be APPROVED. 
 
b) Members considered for approval bank reconciliations for September 2020.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that bank reconciliations for 
September be APPROVED.  
 
c) Members considered for approval payments for October 2020. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that payments of £73,542.88 be 
APPROVED pending clarification that there had not been a duplication of £23 for the 
tourism website.  
 
d) Members considered for approval a draft Investment Strategy.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the Investment Strategy be 
APPROVED. 
 
418 Policies 

a) Members considered for approval a draft Social Media and Electronic Communication 
Policy.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that pending agreed amendments 
the Policy be APPROVED.  
 
b) Members considered for approval a draft Equal Opportunities Policy.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the policy be APPROVED.  
 
c) Members considered for approval a reviewed Seating Policy and application form.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the policy be APPROVED.   
 
d) Members considered for  approval a reviewed Document Retention Policy.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the policy be APPROVED.   
 
e) Members considered for approval a reviewed General Privacy Notice.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the Privacy Notice be 
APPROVED.  
 
f) Members considered for approval a draft “The Role of the Mayor”.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the Role of the Mayor be APPROVED.   
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419 Town Talk  

Members considered for approval a review of the publication  of the Town Talk newsletter.   
Cllr. Phil Revell  proposed that the Council ceases to deliver it to households and that it 
should only be published on the Council’s website and social media.  Paper copies could also 
be left around the town and in the librar y.  The Town Talk was not currently being delivered 
to all households and it took a while to distribute by which t ime information could be out of 
date.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that:  
a)  A printed copy of the next edition of Town Talk  would be delivered as usual and it  

would include information about how future copies would be made available.   
b) Following delivery of the next Town Talk  there would be no more deliveries. A ll future 

editions would be published on the Council’s website and social media. Paper copies 
would be placed around the town and in the library and printed copies would be 
available by request.  

 
420 Friends of the Red Church Representative  

Members considered for approval that Cllr. Michael Burton  should remain as the Town 
Council’s representative on the Friends of the Red Church Management Committee.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that Cllr . Michael Burton should 
continue to represent the Town Council on the Friends of the Red Church Management 
Committee.  
 
421 Roles and Responsibilities   

Members NOTED  the roles and responsibil ities of councillors and staff and received a map of 
the Town Council’s scheme of delegation for council lors and staff.  
 
422 Youth Project  

Members received a report from Shropshire Youth Association concerning the Youth Project 
that the Town Council  had funded. When consulted the youths had said they hung around 
outside the library building for the free WIFI and because the car park ha s a smoother surface 
than the bike track at the Birchmeadow park. The young women said they felt safe on the car 
park because it was well l it.   The young people would prefer to use the facil ities at the 
Birchmeadow Park for a youth club, where there had been one previously, as the Victoria Hall 
is too small and there is nowhere for them to park their bikes.   Some of the things they 
wanted included a café with WIFI and somewhere to cycle safely.   It was felt that the 
Birchmeadow was a more suitable place because of the Birchmeadow Park although they 
thought some of the facil ities needed to be upgraded.  
NOTED.  
 
Members were informed that a  working group of interested people, independent from the 
Town Council, had been established.  Some ideas were being trialled although further work 
could not progress due to COVID-19 regulations.  Once the group could meet, they would put 
some proposals to the Town Council  for consideration.  
NOTED.  
 
423 Electronic Communication 

Members considered for approval that tablets should be provided to Members to improve 
efficiency, faster information exchange and cost savings.  It was recognised that not all 
Members had IT equipment to receive information electronically and were therefore missing 
out on some correspondence.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED to discuss this further at the next meeting.  
 
424 Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Cllr. Phil Revell informed Members that the Neighbourhood Development Plan for Broseley 
had been put forward for the  Section 14 consultation.  Two responses had been received, one 
from the Coal Authority and one from Shropshire Council. The Coal Authority had merely 
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pointed out that Broseley is in a mining area although Shropshir e Council required further 
work to be carried out that was beyond the capabilities of the Town Council .  
 
Cllr. Revell  proposed that the Town Council’s consultant should be re -engaged to deal with 
the technical issues raised by Shropshire Council.  The addit ional cost,  expected to be £2,500, 
would be within the budget already approved for the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  the consultant be re-engaged to make 
amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan and its progres sion should be referred to the 
Planning Committee who would have delegated authority to  deal with any issues.  
 
425 Secondary School in Broseley  
Members considered for approval that formal discussions should commence between the 
Town Council and Shropshire Council concerning the possibility of having a secondary school 
in Broseley.  There were a number of planned developments around the parish and there 
could be a demand for secondary school provision in the future.   It was proposed that 
Shropshire Council should be asked what plans it currently has in place to accommodate 
children requiring school places .   
 
Informal discussions had already taken place with a local landowner who was willing to make 
land available and provide support.  
 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that:  
a)  The Town Council should write to the chief education officer responsible for secondary 

education at Shropshire Council requesting a meeting to discuss the possibility of having 
a secondary school in Broseley.   

b) Cllr. Mark Garbett and Cllr. Phil Revell would take the lead in the discussions.  
 
426 Shop Front Improvements  

Members considered how improvements could be made to shop fronts in Broseley.   
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that this should be considered 
further at the next Town Council  meeting.  
 
427 Correspondence  

The following correspondence was NOTED:  
a) SALC information bulletin and NALC information  –  emailed to Members.  
b) Information concerning COVID -19 –  emailed to Members.  
 
428 Consultation 

There was no consultation considered.  However, Cllr. Phil Revell  informed that Shropshire 
Council  was currently running a consultation on community involvement to which he thought 
the Town Council  should respond, especially how it responds to planning applications.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the consultation should be considered by 
the Planning Committee.  
 
At this point in the meeting,  it was  PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED to suspend Standing 
Order number 3(x) to enable the mee ting to exceed more than 2 hours.  
 
429 Agenda Items for the Next Meeting  

None requested.  
 
430 Date of Next Meeting 

It was NOTED  that the next Town Council meeting would take place on Tuesday  8 December 
2020. 
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Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the above Act it was PROPOSED, SECONDED  and RESOLVED  that 
due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press should 
not be present.  
 
431 Computer Data Protection Report  

Members received a written report from the RFO advising that  the old computers needed to 
be carefully disposed of in line with Data Protection  Regulations. There were four devices no 
longer in use due to outdated software  and were susceptible to viruses through malicious 
software i .e., trojans and other computer viruses.  The computers could have the old 
software removed and the latest software installed, but this would be a costly option.  If no 
longer needed the cheapest option would be to physically destroy the hard drive and CPU so 
that the data was no longer accessible  and no longer in danger of a data breach.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  the computer hard drives be destroyed  by 
officers and then responsibly disposed of.  
 
432 Birchmeadow Park 

Members considered for approval the Town Council’s contribution towards the maintenance 
of the Birchmeadow Park for the financial year 2021/2022.  Concern was expressed about how 
the costs were increasing each year but , as the Town Council  did not own the land, there was 
presently no better option.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and  reluctantly AGREED that the Town Council  would 
contribute £19,673 towards the management and maintenance of the Birchmeadow Park for 
the fiscal year 2021/2022.  
 
433 Grave Digging 

Members received a report outl ining the advantages and disadvantages of contracting out 
grave digging.   
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that this be deferred to a future 
meeting.  
 
434 Tree Works 

Members considered for approval the cost of tree works on land near to the Red Church.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that :  
a)  The quote from Cashmore be accepted at a cost of £975.  
b) No work should be carried out until ownership of the land had been det ermined. 
 
435 Rescission of Decision   

Following a request from 3 councillors and in accordance with Standing Order no: 7, Members 
considered for approval that, due to insufficient information concerning costs, the decision 
to replace 2 streetl ights in King  Street with 2 solar lights be rescinded.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  the decision be rescinded.  
 
436 Staffing Matters  

a) Members considered for approval the Locum Town Clerk’s t imesheet for October 2020.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the Locum Town Clerk’s t imesheet for 
October 2020 be APPROVED.  
 
b) Members considered for approval that the Town Council  should pay the annual 

subscription for the Assistant Clerk/RFO to become a member the SLCC.  It was thought 
that the cost would be £1 80. 

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the Town Council  would pay for 
the Assistant Clerk/RFO to become a member of the SLCC.  
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c) Members received an update concerning Dr Kate Howe v Broseley Town Counci l .  The 
Claimant had asked that the balance of the training costs awarded by the Tribunal Judge 
should be paid directly to the Claimant so that she could pay them herself rather than the 
Town Council . The Locum Town Clerk had expressed concern about paying the Claimant 
directly without any accountabil ity nor invoices for audit purposes, but the Council’s 
solicitor had insisted that the Council had no choice because it  had agreed to continue to 
pay training costs to the value of £1,500 for the Claimant to attain the CiLCA 
qualification. There was also a Court Order ordering the Council to pay the net sum of 
£1,500.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that no payments should be made without 
receipts to prove the expenditure in accordance with the Council’s  Standing Orders. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:56.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:        Date: 
 
Chairman 
 
 


